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Hello Friends, 
__here’s how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! . 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. ic! 


7 PAN 
If you haven't got pont PA 


all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Easter Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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Soon after Weasel and Measly had left the 
Park, they had made their home in a 
farmyard barn. Here, the twins, Cleo and 
Fido were born. 


“This is the life, home, sweet home,” 
chuckled Weasel, as she opened the barn 
door on a warm spring morning. “Where are 
the twins?” she shouted to Measly. 


“T ... 1... was just looking for them,” replied 
Measly (who wasn’t looking for them at all). 
“You Measly twerp. What sort of a father are 
you?” shrieked Weasel. 


Just then, Mrs Goose marched past with 
her young. Weasel’s twins, Cleo and Fido, 
were following on behind, learning how to 
be goslings. 


Weasel picked them up by the scruff of the 
neck. “You should be teaching them how to 
be weasels,” she complained. “I’ve failed as a 
father,” admitted Measly, “but I'll teach them 
to be weasels, you'll see.” 


The next morning, Measly was giving Cleo 
and Fido a lesson on mischief and 
disruption. They decided to have eggs for 
breakfast. They tiptoed up to the hen-house 
and started collecting the eggs. 


As Measly was picking up the eggs and The Twins laughed loudly at their father’s | “Oh, I’ve got prizes for it,” replied Prime pig. “As if you two big weasels weren't quite bad 


passing them to the Twins, the farmer predicament and, to make things worse, they “But we're not here to talk about me — I’m enough,” the pig went on, “the two little ones 
caught hold of his arm. began throwing eggs at the hens. Measly | sure we could spend the rest of our lives have ruined our peace and quiet.” Fido made 
finally managed to break free by biting the | happily doing just that, but we are here to a face at the pig. 
farmer’s hand, and ran out of the barn. complain about you.” 


Weasel was annoyed that Measly hadn’t As they searched for their breakfast, Mrs “But lessons in mischief and disruption are “Yes, quit,” agreed Prime pig. “Go back 
managed to feed the Twins, yet again. Goose marched up. “I’ve been delegated by essential for their education,” defended where you came from,” squawked the hens. 
“Come on,” she said to Cleo and Fido, “we'll the farmyard as a whole, to inform you that Weasel. “We are giving you notice to quit,” 

find some mice in the barn.” there’s a meeting in the pigsty concerning said Mrs Goose, firmly. 


your presence in this farmyard. Follow me.” 


| A Pw a 


den ‘Luna ohn LS 
“So nice of you to invite us here,” commented “Sort them out, Measly,” demanded Weasel. Reluctantly, the weasels left to find a new 
Weasel. “This is my husband, Measly, and “There’s no point staying where we're not home. “I’ll look after you all,” said Measly. 
The weasels made their way to the pigsty, my twins, Cleo and Fido. Aren’t you fat?” she welcome,” admitted Measly. “Go on, clear “That’s what I’m worried about,” replied 
where all the farm animals were assembled. __ said to the pig, rudely. / off,” said Prime pig. Weasel. “Measly, this is all your fault!” 


Next week: The warning. 
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66Hello. I’m Mrs Koala and I've 
been told that I’m one of the 
world’s most popular animals with 
children. My silky fur, rounded 
furry ears and big black nose do 
make me look very cuddly, | 
suppose, but don't mistake me for 
a chunky teddy bear! | can bite 
and scratch when | need to defend 
my territory or my baby. 

People used to call us Koala 
bears, but we're not related to 
bears at all. In fact, our closest 
relations are the Wombats. Did 
you see them in Issue 967 Like 
Wombats, we're marsupials with a 
pouch that faces towards the back 
end of our body and a hard pad 
instead of a tail.99 


We Koalas mainly eat the leaves of eucalpyt trees, 
which contain strong-smelling oils and other chemicals 
that are toxic to many herbivores (plant-eaters). Also, 
these leaves have a very small amount of nutrients, so 
they do not provide us with as much energy as our 
herbivore relations get. So, how do we cope? Well, we 
have powerful jaw muscles and sharp cutting teeth for 

| grabbing a bunch of leaves. We sniff it first, to see if it 
is the kind we want, and then strip off the leaves and 

grind them down with our cheek teeth. Once we’ve 
swallowed them, they pass into the extremely long part 
of our gut, called the caecum, where bacteria help to 
digest them. We get round the problem of not having 
much energy by leading a very quiet life, spending 
most of the day resting or sleeping. 


Some people say we sleep for 18 
or 19 hours a day. Maybe some 
Koalas do, but one naturalist 
made a study of a group of 
Koalas in a sanctuary near 
Brisbane. He discovered that 
they slept for an average of 14.5 
hours per day and spent 4.7 
hours feeding, 4.8 hours awake 
and resting. Within that there’s 
just 20 minutes travelling about. 
Our hardened tail pad acts as a 
cushion when we rest or sleep in 
the fork of a tree or on a branch 
high up in the treetops. 


hi . , ee Weasel’s Eage] 


We Koalas have soft, thick, grey fur, a flat 
leathery nose and round fur-covered ears 
at the sides of our head. Our long arms and 
shorter legs are equipped with sharp claws 
for climbing. We live in forests of gum 
trees, which are also called eucalpyts 
(pronounced you-cal-ipts), in eastern 
Australia. The Koalas that live in the south 

. are bigger and have darker, shaggier coats 
than the others - a southern male can 
weigh over 12kg. We are about the size of 
a small spaniel, but much chubbier, 
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Life in the treetops 


66We Koalas rarely do things in a hurry - 
unless we are being chased by an enemy 
like a Dingo or a Monitor lizard. We move 
slowly but surely through the treetops, 
using the topmost branches to cross from 
one tree to another. Sometimes we rest in 
one kind of eucalypt and feed in another. 
If we want to get down to the ground, we 
clamber down backwards, gripping the 
trunk with our sharp claws.99 


Nijantoa! 


KOALA NAPS 

Koalas certainly need a lot of sleep. 
Sometimes they fall asleep in the 
middle of eating, leaving a half-chewed 
leaf sticking out of their mouth. 


| give birth to tiny babies - mine is about 

| the size of a peanut. It clings on to one of 
| my two teats, inside my pouch, for 13 
weeks. Then it starts to move about, but 
you probably wouldn't see its long, furry 
head poking out of the pouch until a 
month or two later. At about six or seven 
months, it tastes its first leaf while it clings 
on to my fur. Until it is about a year old, | 
let it have rides on my back. Then | have 
to start looking after my new baby. 


4 Like other marsupial mothers, we Koalas 


SURE GRIP 

Our hands and feet are 

specially designed for 

climbing. We can turn 

the first two fingers of 

the hand backwards so 

we can grip the trunk 

or branches better. The 

second and third toe of 

the foot are joined together - we 
use it for gripping and for combing 
our fur. The grainy pads on our 
palms and soles help us to grip, 
and soften our landing when we 
leap from one branch to another. 


_ CONSERVATION “fy 
FASHION FOR FURS At the beginning of this century, Koala furs 
Before Australia was settled by humans, there became very fashionable in America and 
were Koalas right across the country. But Europe; in 1924 some two million skins were 
gradually, because of a change in climate and exported from Australia. 

loss of eucalpyt forests and because of hunting Soon after, the killing of Koalas was banned. 
by Dingos and humans, they disappeared from Now there are populations of Koalas living in 
the west and centre. the wild along much of the east coast again. 


The males are specially noisy during the breeding 
season. At night they make harsh calls, warning one 
another to keep away from their patch of trees. They 
also mark trees with a scent from a gland on the chest 
~ the oily liquid leaves a brownish mark on their chest. 


eal 


Friends! 


There's romance in the air this week, 
with Valentine's day on 14 February. 
You've sent us lots of romantic pictures 
of the animals in White Deer Park, and 
a love poem, too. 


Ss were 
TD ahernate was killed by the hunter and a 
asked Fox to stay with them all and they live 
happily ever after. 
Knock, Knock! Why would a 
Who's there? compliment from a 
Olive. chicken be an insult? 
Olive who? : jebenbue} 


Olive just across the road. 
lsobel Price, aged 11 


|moy aq pjnom 4] 
Joy Rafferty, aged 11 


Joan 
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Judy Shaill 


Man: Doctor, doctor, people keep saying I'm a liar. 


Doctor: | don't believe you! 
Charlotte Walder, aged 9 


i 
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Sophie Louise Baker 
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ty } say gay, 
' Kelly Cubitt, aged 10 
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Bertie Stiff, aged 7 


What's round, white 
and laughs a lot? 


CRY OF A WHALE 
| am a whale, | want to be free, 
But do you humans listen to me? 
| cry for help but do you care? 
You carry me off in a net 
somewhere. 
You dump me in a little pool, 
And I’m not meant to care at all, 
| want to swim right out to sea, 
My mother, father, sister and me. 


Sian Jones, aged 912 
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“volvo papyalt Y 
Kim Deasy 


David Byrne, aged 81% 
Did you hear the one about the 


two frogs? 
~doyye sone Ayiddoy 


pont] pue polwsew 406 Aeyy 
Warren Mitchell, aged 10 


CATS 

Warden’s Cat, 

| love him so, 

His sharp claws, 
And delicate toes. 


’ 
Tom is nice, i 
He keeps away mice, nN | 
He’s soft and grey, We A 
And never gets in the way. | 
Purrr! 1 | 

Maria Moy | 


Don't forget to put 
i our name, age an 
dian on the back of 
anything you send in. 


Jennifer Thorpe, aged 10 


BLUE GUM - 
— FOREST 


a“ 66Eucalypt trees are the tallest 
trees in Australia; some reach 
heights of more than 90m! You 
might have heard them called gum trees 
- that’s because nearly all of them : 
produce a kind of gum, called kino. Many 
animals live in the blue gum forests here 
in south-east Australia - especially 
Koalas. In fact, Koalas can’t eat much 
. other than a few species of eucalypt 
leaves, so it’s very important to them that 
the forests aren’t:\destroyed to make way 
for modern farming.99 Hy 


Badger’s Challenge: how many 
Copperhead snakes can you spot? 


Discovering Nature 


You should be able to find five 
Copperhead snakes. 


“THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS 


I love exploring the wild, open 
countryside. Mind you, you have to 
take a few precautions when you’re 
camping, because when it’s just you 
and Mother Nature, you need a few 
wily tricks to survive. 


FISHERMAN’S KNOT 
If you want to join two pieces 
of line or string, use this. 


Green and gold are 
Australia’s national 
colours, no doubt i) 
because of the =p) 
“. colours of the wattle, 4 
Australia’s national 
floral emblem. There 
are about 600 species 
of wattle throughout 
the country, many 
with deep green 
leaves and bright 
yellow to orange 
flowers. "1 


Know your knots 
Always carry a length of fine rope or strong 
string in your pocket. Learn these knots so 
that you'll be able to use the right one for the 
right job - and you shouldn’t find yourself with 
a collapsing tent or a runaway horse! 


’ 


it 
dg By day, groups of Sugar 
J gliders huddle together 
in nests to keep warm. They hunt at night, 
using their large canopy of body skin to 
glide distances of up to 50m. They eat 
many different foods, including insects, 
blossoms, fruit, acacia gum and sap. 


Its raucous, laughing 
call gives the 
Kookaburra the 
nickname ‘laughing 
jackass’. It hunts like a 
typical kingfisher, first 
perching motionless 
until the moment is right, 
then pouncing on its 
prey. The Kookaburra 
snatches up an insect, 
lizard, or snake, then 
flies back to its perch to 
eat it in comfort. 


CLOVE HITCH 
When you see a cowboy jump off his horse and tie the reins to a rail, 
he’s probably using this knot. 


Bent-winged 
bats are the commonest 
cave-dwelling bats in Australia. 
They live in large communities - if SHEEPSHANK 
i they can’t find a cave they'll use This knot is useful if you want to make 
, mines or other man-made shelters. After a rope shorter without cutting it. It 
mating, females fly to special ‘maternity caves’ comes in handy when you’re camping. 
= where they assemble to give birth. 


Lesueur’s velvet gecko doesn’t 
have movable eyelids, so keeps 
its eyes clean and moist with 
licks of the tongue. If 
attacked, it can lose its tail, 
but a new one (sometimes 
more than one) 
grows back quickly. 


nab Sw" 
Witla 
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Pull on the two long ends and 
the knots will slide together. 


To attract a mate, the 
male Superb lyrebird 
scratches up a mound of 

earth and stands on top of 
it. Then it lifts its tail over 


If threatened, the slow-moving, heavy-bodied 
Copperhead snake rears up with the front of 
its head and back and its body into an aggressive pose, like a 
vibrates it-sometimes 47 Kae Ts cobra. Unusually for a snake, it is active day 
its body disappears in a ; and night, even when low temperatures mean 
shower of silvery feathers. that few other reptiles are active. 
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Blanner BAG q Lay two 
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If you go camping, take WATER-PORTER 


pa S Even if you don’t have a blankets on the 

drinking water with you When you're out camping, tryand You will need: sleeping bag, you can still You will need: ground so they 
— never d rink from a camp near a clean stream or river. thin rope, clean empty be snug asabuginarug _ three blankets and four blanket overlap by about a 
Then you can use this simple container (such as a at night. pins (or big safety pins). third of their width. 


stream or river. op gadget to carry water back to your jam jar or tin). 


yy \ es campsite for washing and cooking. 
7; 


@ Fold the third blanket in 


Q Centre : ~ J 
your container : half and lay it on top of the | , 
on the rope. a Tie the rope 3 Open one loop of the ' two already on the ground. “ea D 
ends across the top knot sideways and slip it a Pull the noose tight Turn up the bottom end of 3 Fold the bottom blanket 
mfthe containers =» aver'thelip of the:conteiner. = and Itine Gontalnet, the top blanket. over the top blanket. @ Fold the middle blanket 


over both the others. 


§ Fold up the bottom 
ends of the blankets 
and fix in place with 
blanket pins. 


\ — eS Ee ee a | 
KEEP WARM 


If you are out on a long walk, 
feeling a bit tired, and the 
weather turns wet and 
windy, it’s very easy to catch 
cold. If it’s really chilly, wear 
woolly tights under your 
trousers, and follow our tips 
for keeping warm. 


FOLLOW THE TRAIL 


You've already learnt some trail signs in 
Discovering nature, issue 21. Here are 
some more signs to leave behind 
when you're on the trail. 


You lose lots of 
body heat through 
your head, so wear 
a hat. 


Carry a spare pair 
of socks in case 
your feet get wet. 


It’s better to wear two or » 
three layers of light oy ‘ 
clothing, rather thanone ~— 
thick one, so that you trap 
more layers of warm air 
around your body. 


Take a pair of 
gloves with you. 


W nm Z v eat A, 
xeQ "ayy cave! \ 
Stet wilt wee FIGHT PRSoNEE A 
gre rh vw \ Wear comfy 
FY \pu' wil \ shoes so you ; 
gv ov or \ can walk briskly j 
r ae e 902" ot to keep warm. / es KEY 
\ 1 If you get wet, 
\¥ ae you'll get cold, so ; ( > O43 
' — 7 carry a lightweight 


waterproof that 
scrunches up very 
small. 
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OW! IN Love Ww 


Owl was feeling lonely a after Weasel teased 
her about not having a mate, she was feeling — 
- miserable, too. “What can | do to cheer myself @ wT 
up?” she wondered. “I know, I’ | think about the fag 
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I mn by day, 
I fly by night, 
I have no feathers to 
aid my flight. 


kind of mate I’d like.” 
So saying, she closed her eyes ‘and imagined a 
handsome owl perched next to her. “Look!” he 
was saying, “I’ve brought something for you to 
eat” — and he dropped a mouse at her feet. (All 
the mice within hearing distance scurried away.) 


Owl’s new friend is 
asking her a riddle. 
_Can you solve it? 
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Do you know what this love 
letter to Owl says? Read it out loud, 


g_ Shanging the letters where shown, and find out. . ae) | ia omer eC i 
yee 4. |. oe Ms, 
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1 | Oo ; Meg J LADYBIRD LOOKALIKE 


Which of these ladybirds look the same? 
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FIND THE WORD fs% age < 
Look at the picture clues 4, BS& Edgeae 
and fill in the grid. The ze E Bysans 
letters in the circles will West ee 328 69 
spell out some things found GPs 2e2225 20 
on the previous page! Hed Be Seah esece 
Zeeu58 2°93 
mM é Zig 22253 
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¥Y Picking petals 
Pull the petals off a daisy, one by one, saying 
“She loves me, she loves me not,” as you 
go. Whatever you say when you pull off the 
last petal tells you whether the one you love, 
loves you back! (No cheating and pulling off 
¥ woat once!) - ‘ 


Here are some games you can play to 
tell someone you love them - and to 
find out if they love you. 


Read your stones 
Next time you have prunes for pudding (or 
any fruit with stones in it), count the stones 
and say the following rhyme to find out who 
you're going to marry. 
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Tinker , Tavlor, 
Soldier , Sabor, 
Rich Man, Poor Man, 
Beggarman, 
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Sealed with a 
Slobbery kiss. 


Interesting initials 
Write a letter to the one you 
love and put these initials on 
the back of the envelope. 
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he 


Colour it in = — 
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ney 
; ray 


